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BILL GATES TO SPEAK AT CHI 2001

Bill Gates, Chairman of Microsoft Corporation, will be the keynote speaker at CHI 2001 to be held in Seattle, Washington, USA from 31 March through 5 April 2001. Mr. Gates will offer his thoughts on the conference theme, anyone. anywhere. The theme reflects the growing and universal influence of technology on our lives and the concept that technology should be accessible to everyone, everywhere.

One of the many high technology topics to be discussed at the CHI 2001 will be future technologies that will impact people with functional limitations. New this year will be a State-of-the-Science Exchange that will focus on current barriers to accessibility to computers as well as future technologies that will help break down those barriers. The State-of-the-Science Exchange will be a two-day event that brings together a diverse group of researchers and practitioners and is limited to 40 participants. Topics such as wearable or “implantable” devices; speech, face, or gesture recognition technologies; virtual reality and virtual presence; new types of display devices; and artificial intelligence will be covered. 

CHI 2001 will also offer several tutorials by industry gurus on web site design, how to increase usability of web sites, voiceXML, look & feel, augmented and mixed reality, interfaces for handheld computers, web search engines, interactive media, GUI bloopers, e-commerce design, and more. Other new features at CHI 2001 include Interactive Video Posters, a Design Expo for designers to present their ideas and innovations, and an expanded job recruiting program with a designated interviewing area. 

For more information go to www.acm.org/chi2001.
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